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The Tranflators Preface to the 
ſimple ſeduced READER, 
Reader, 


M the Father of lights open thine Fyes to ſee 


over this ſtrangers ſhoulders, and by cþ6 im- 
partiall PerlpedAive , What chou, While#t kept 
down thu low by thy new Maſters and through thy Se- 
ducers falſe Mediums, ha# not hitherto been buffered to 
percieve, it being till noW purpoſely hid from thine eyes : Be- 
bold a meere itranger that notwithanding bis mani- 
fold Obligations and perſonall Ingagements to a con- 
trary Diſcipline in zhe Church , and differerit Forme 
of Government in zhe Stare, yer, over-ruled by the Ma- 
= Truth and Honeſty of the Kings Caule , breaks 
through all thoſe Reſtraints of bu Liberty { az farr 44 he 
may) to tell thee thus much plain English Truth , Behold 
bere Geneva's veneration , and fult vindication too , of 
thine ovvn t Mother the Church of ay cx 44 it food under 
Fpiſcopacy, traduced here at home by her oY9n Spurious brood 
Fa Super/titiou, Popish,_Antichriftian,what not ? And 
this Apology diretted to the Aſſembly-men iz anſwer 
to their Letter what ever it Was, Behold here again a 
cleare Iuſtification of the Kizz vilified by his own 
for that , for Which Strangers do admire Him ; Iu Cle- 
mency, Hu Inclinations to Peace ; His CA: of Grace ,&c. 
Behold here the root of Gall, that which hath bronght 
forth all theſe Nationall Miſchiefes , the Popular 1 us 
mults and Conſpiracies pointed at here, as the onely 
evident cauſe of the Kings Divorce from the Parlia- 
ment, See here by Whom poore Ireland was deſerted: one 
F Sn H-- th.ng 
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; ta) | 
rhing alſo thou maye?? here &, notice of from theſe ſtan= 
ders by, That the Clergy inzheir wn proper Sphere, 
may be a fit and 44 honeſt, 4nd perhaps , in ſome reſpects 
more able, for the good ſpeed of a Treaty , #hen thoſe 
that do ſieight them with utter Preterition. L4#t of all, 
behold here the Loyall and Religious Subjects onely Militia, 
or his own proper Magazine, to wit , the knowne Laws 
of the Land, hat and Prayer and Submiſſion are rhe 
onehy defenſive weapons allowed here by thi Maſter of 
Fence. I ſay no more to thee, ſave only,that I doe heart ty 


clle- where, pirry rhee , and therefore I doe ſtill pray for thee and for 


all thy Fellow bondmen, that God will bring into 
the way of Truth all ſuch as have erred and are 
deceived, Amen, 


p— moron Gmw_—_—_ ry Emmons  __—_—_ —_—_—_— IE Fep—o__m—_—_ PR 


Reverend, Godh, and worthy Sers , our 


Deare Brethren and Companions in the 
Worke of the Lord. 


F proportionably to the gricfe, we have concei- 
J-- at your Letters ( wherein you have expreſ- 

ſed the moſt ſad face of your affaires ) we had but 
as much ability cither by our conſolations to aſſway 
your Sorrowes , or by our Counſels to caſe your 
Burthens,or by any our Co-operation to help your 
Extremity, we should thinke our ſelves very happy 
in fo well correſponding with your honourable, 
and moſt loving compellation of us ; and right glad 
we should thy, bn to requite you with our beſt and 
| : effeRuall 


| 


LIMI 


(5) 

effeAuall good offices. Gar alafſe, as the fcantneſſe 
of our Capacity in this kind,ſo the Ignorance ofthe 
more inWvard cauſes of ſo many miſeries , and chiefly 
the Terplex and dangerom Nature of the Matteri now in 
Agitation among you : All theſe put together, ſtrike 
us quite Dumbe; we are as men wholly ata ſtand 
able onely { in a kind of Silent Aſtonishment or ho- ' 
ly horrour ) to admire, and to adore that Finger of 
God, which is now lifted up over you all, 

Bur ſince, being by you ſo lovingly invitedto it, 
we mult needs at laſt breake off ourſilence, we are 
reduced roan extraordinary Suſence both of (Mindes 
«nd of Pens, what to ſay firlt or laſt , or indeed what 

And now in the end, after long deliberation, 
leaſt,as obs friends, we Should nents by preci. 
pitate or unſeaſonable diſcourſe; Behold our Hearts 
and Mouthes top-full of the Sences and Expteſſios 
of our hzarty Commiſeration, our Eyes running 
down with Teares of Compaſſion,our Breaſts even 
ſwolne up with Sighes and Groanes at your Cala- 
mities, Theſe are they, God is our Witneſle, that 
fill up the greateſt part of our private Prayers, of 
our publike Devotions, Faſtings,and Humiljations: 
In all which we are reſolved to give the Father of 
Meries no reſt, untill your Tranquillity being once 
more ordained in Heaven, God doe extend Peace 
upon Earth unto youall like a &ver, and the ful- 
nefle of his Blefeng, like an ever-flowing Sztreqme. 

Ouraffaires, yea, the generall Intereſt of all the 
Reformed' Chatches are ſo cloſely. inyolved in 
yours, and ſo mutually depending theror) , That 

your 


(6) | 
your ſafety once procured aſſured usall of our own 
good Eſtates, Thetfore eſpecially during this gric- 
vous Tempeſt ; which may ſcem to bring about a- 
gain the heavy time of the Saints great Primitive Tribu- 
lation, weare ,ina manner, compelled with trem- 
bling Hearts and Lipps, to powre out 6ur Lamen« 
tations into the Eares of our moſt gracious & Hea- 
venly Father , no longer now onely preparing to 
contend by Fire,as he once revcaled itin a Yi/ion to his 

b Am9*7. Prophet b mes, but already for a long time really 
uy contending by Fire indeed : And how then can we for 
beare from crying out, 0 Lord forgive,ceaſe we beſeech 
thee, by Whom shall Tacob ariſe, for he « ſmall, and round 
about all in a flame , by the fire of thy burning Indignation? 
From this our owne Watch.Tower, untoucht as yet 
by Divine miracle : We have beheld this furious 
Conflagration ſpreading itſelfeall over; We have 
ſcen the Griſoen-Italian Churches utterly defaced, The - 
Goſpell in Bohemia its ancient Scat, m— extirpa- 
ted : The Palatinate devoured; The French Charches, 
deprived of all humane ſupports, andrefuges, like 
ſo many poore little Callow Birds, alive indeed, 
but only during pleaſure : The German Churches al- 
moſt all overshake, yea, more then halfe deſtroyed; 
your own Ireland (wallowed up with arrunexpec- 
ted deluge of 4ſafines and Robbers; One onely thing 
was wanting to that huge heape of publike calami- 
ty, Namely, that flourighing England,che very Eye and | 
excellency of all the Churches, Chrifts own choxce, purchaſe, 
and peculiar ; The Santtuary of the afflicted,the CArcenall 
e This is a edrfhine-darted, the Magazine of the Needy,that Reyall 
very latge Standard of geod hope, 6 Should by ſo unlookt for 
| an 
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an Accident, without any externall enemy, or For- Teſtimony of 
ain Impreſſion, become in a manner , itsown Felo Þ* _ 
ae ſe,and make an end ofit ſelfe with its own(crnell of the church 
hands, What a ſad SpeRacle is this to fee thar of England 
Church thus trodden under foot ? To (ce that glo- _ be _ t 
rious Fould of our Lord thus ranſanckt ; yea wor- piſcopall Go- 
ricd,not by the wilde Beaſts of the Forreſt,not ror- verament. 
ncin peeces by the Mercilefſe Pawes of the Lion, 
or of the Wolte,bur utterly diſmembred by its own 
unnaturall Sheep inraged and exaſperated one a- 
gainſt another : An horred example this, and nil 
now never heard of among the reformed churches! 
Irſeems heretofore like Chriſts own true sheep, 
they were kept tame by the Feare of God, united 
by the ſane bond of Faith , knit together by the 
Apprehenſfon of the common enemy , andlo long 
they did both expreſſe and exerciſe holily and faith- 
fully their mutuall Charity, quiet, and unity among 
themſelves ; iwall which , they preſerved: themſel- 
ves from the Rage of the Wolfe by the Chriſtian 
ſumplicity of their own good Conditions , by the 
Innocency of their” pions lives, by tire Sandijty of 
their Religion, by the Conſtantundauntednefle of 
their holy Faith. Bur now We are Wholy firuck With 
borroar at the Change of that ſo gloridus Face d of your 4 Still that 
Charch:, whileſt we heare at this Diſtance the loud _—_— 
repart of thoſe deadly Warrs that are now'fl#ming TY 
up betwixt theKing-and his people : to ſee at Dag- 
gers drawing indeed Brethren againſt Brethren, 
Parents againſt their own Children, Chriſts Sheep 
pusſhing againſt and: goaringtheir own Fellowes: 
pay, their owne Shepheards : At all this we are 
| utter 
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vtterly amazed , and would ſcarce bave beleeved , 
that is the ſelfe ſame pitched Field , one and. the ſame 
God and Father, in the name, of one and the ſame Me 
diator, at one and the fame time , could be inoocated far 
help on both (ides, to shedd the blood of thoſe , that for the 
LH ajor-part had hitherto by ſo many cleare Demon- 
trations in the whole cquall courſe of their lives, 


equall in their Piety towards God , equall in their 


love and Zojalty towards their Country , approved 
themſelves ſuch faithfull and true Brethren one to 
another, Strange, That theſe Should now againſt 
their own Bowells turnall their warlike power, far 
better if imployed in the juſt punishments of their 
own treacherous Neighbours , or towards the 
reliefe of their deareſt Brethren, ſo long bowin 
the back under the weight of their bondage , and 
.evenatthelaſt gaſpe for help, , v2 
' What marvailethen, iftheſe your cruell difirac2 
tions have awakened, yea, divided even toavaric 
the judgemets and af{ectionstoo of Chiiſtendome 
Neither do we ourſelves deny bur/that fora while 


we did fomewhat ſtaggerar, andas it were fluQuate 


aboutit; yet that demyrre of ours did neither pro- 
cced from prejudice againſt,nor from partiality to+ 
wards cither fide;, as not being called upon by ei- 
ther,ncither publikely nor privarely, till vow of late 
in your refcrence unto us, which we do reckon as 
no {mall piece of Honour, fince in your eſteem our 
Judgement may feem of ſo much Weight,as able ra 
advance or ballance down either party, both being 
of ſuch extraordinary quality, 
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| | (9) 
. Wehaveconteined our ſelves within the hounds 
ef a conſcionable judgement,and impartial charity, 
towards both Parties, for indeed yce ace both Bre- 
thren; We have neither way exceeded the compaſſe 
of our own meaſure but ſtill kept a meane, as re- 
joycing on the one hand at thoſe good things which 
we did heare were entertaincd with the generall 
applauſe of all good men ; So on the other hand, we 
cou'd not but behold with gricfe thoſe other &- 
#ifter paſſages that in themſelves did carry a more 
fatall appearance, We were overjozed at the e Iſſue 
of the Scorrich troubles,thar ſeemed at firſt to preſage 
acombuſtion not unlike this of yours, and yet far 
ſooner quenched,for (as by Gods own admirable 
handi-worke, So by the never-enough-magnified of 
your moZZ yraciows King , and by the Concord of that 
wary Nation ) that fire was in time put out-, or ever 
it did burſt into a more open flame. Ar the firſt 
report of theſe your own Commotions, our min- 
des were poflefſed with a good hope thar all paſt 
offences might with the ſame promptirude and fa- 
Cility be forthwith repaired,andall matters compo- 
ſed : So 6 what AQtions or — > ng 
appeare amifle , might by the Fenignity of rhe bei? of 
Pola be calily redrefſed ,and conlequently both 
Church and Commonwealth withour noiſe or 
bloodshed be kept in due order: 1n purſuance of 
all which we could not but «dmire the happy and 
glorious beginnings of the Parliament, and tbe more 
hen Fatherly affettion of His moſt gracious Majeſty, 
evidenced by his enaQing thoſe Lawes,from which 
for the time to come, there was a cleare hope of a 
Terk ——_ Gover- 


e Without 


Bacte)ll or 
Bloud-shg& 
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Covernment full of equity , and freed from all cor- 


ruption : CHnexample not ſo rare, at indeed ſingular in | 


thu onr Wild Generation, fo fertile of violent 1 ower and 


Prences, But all theſe cur goodly hopes were ſoone . 


blaſted by rhat Raging Storme and Tempe? of popular 
Tumults ameng you,that did force away Loth your moſt gra- 
ciow T rince from Hu Parliament, 4s alſo a great part of 
the Parliament from it ſcife. Since Which we have heard 
indeed of many attempts and enterpriſes, many Prop o/iticns 


and i'rejets,but all of them come to nothing, nothing 6 yet { , 


brought to perfettion , nothing t« yet rightly ſerted or etta- 
blehed, | a7 | 
' The ba/mneſſe of the Church might ſecm the chiefe- 


Objc of your care and Sollicitude : If ithad been 


handled and d<cbared at times, and with minds cal-. 


me and quict, had the oppoſite judgements been. 


compored and impartia!ly weighed one with ano- 


ther, ſuch an orderly: courſe might h:.ppily. have _ 


———_—_— purchatcd a laſting Pcace ro your Kingdom,andalſo 
Epitcopacy TEndred unto your Church that moit deſired Primi-. 
im is ficik tive face of the eApoFolicall times: ® but behold how 
Apoſtolicall quite contrary the Event hath fallen out?” for the 


vigc fdiſc 7. ? : : 
be ry _ minds of both fides being averſe trom,yea, violent- 


Governe= ly bent one againſt another, this very matter hath 


mwcnt, the | | 1 
wee Lay proved the great Rock of offence by cxaſperating 
the Synoce of Dort, this very man did both. acknowledge unto Bishop Carle- 
ton to be the beſt Forme of Church Government, and alſo-did heartily wish for 
it in his own Church ; ſo doth he ſufficiently commend .the happy cffc&s of ig 
above my in that full paſſage ofhis conteining the Superlative Praiſes of the 
former ourihing Eſtate of the Church of England, as before theſe Froubles ic 


ſtood under Epiſcopacy : The Reftauration of which forn'er good, Eftate, is * 


againe by this Authour at the lacter end ofchis Epiſtle , pag, 1 5, carneftly wizhed 
aud prayed for. | 


the 
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'the wound andtearing it widerand wider, by di- 
"Nracing more and more aſſunder the hearts of each 


patty, diſtempered enough already through former 
partiality and diſcord of affeions, ' Nay if the re- 
port be true, zheſe Church Ditraions have opened 4 
Wide gap to ſo many boyiterous and private ſpirits, Which We 
heare have aſſumed to themſelves the moit miſchievous 
Title of Independents , then which Deitrudtive S:i# no- 


_ thing could more undermine, yea , quite overturne 


the very foundation of the Church, 

Beſides all that, We have been extreamely grie- 
vedat this , That the Sperit of Div//on hath ſo plenti- 
fully ſowne among you his pernicious Tares of Fea- 
res and [ealouſies, that they have not onely fruſtificd, 
but even overgrown all overall manner of Mutual 
Tru#, in deſpight of ſo many Royall Proteations ſea- 
{:4and bound up with ſo many moſt grievous Impre- 


 Cations, But the very top and height of all our Sorrowes 


on your behalfcs, hath been this , That all that cur- 
ſed fucll thus heaped on, is now at laſt kindled into 


_ « bloudy War, lengthened on both fides , by a Mul- 


tiplication of deadly fendes : So that during fuch an 
Vniverſall Combuſtion , what ever mens bare words, 
and never ſo frequent Proteations otherwiſe may pre- 
tend yet the Royall Honour , Power and Dignity cannot but - 
full into utter contempt: and on the contrary,tbe licentiouſ- 
neſſe of the moi? audacious and lawleſſe cannot but gather 
Strength , and outgrow the other : and then, conſe. 
quently Picty muſt needs decay, mutuall Love and 
Charity muſt utterly vanish away,and in ſtead rhe= 
reof 4 kinde of Savage Difþo/ition , yea brutish Rage 


wut needs invade at laft the Mindes and Manners of the 
| B 2 Men 
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Men of thi Generation , who in proceſſe of time will 
no longer tooke upon the oldOriginalt Cauſes thar 
beganthe War , bur rather upon the new mutuall 
Injuries freshly done, or received m the very Pro- 

reſfe or Profccurior of the Warr between two 
Parties divided far more by an odious difference of 
Reproachfull Names,as it were , Infamous brands 
fixed upon each other, then really by the Cauſe ir 
felfe. It had been far more calie unto us, andall 
good men cle, to deliver our Indgements upon 
your Caſe; had the Major part ef either fide differed 
from the other, either in the more Eſſentiall-points 
of Religion, or elfe diſſented abour the Fundamen- 
tall Lawes of the Commonwe.1th ; or had either 
k Party been oppreſfed Þby the other in a dire way 

Ag gy of open Perſecution, or had there beenan Intro- 

firt began duction of Publike Tyranny againſt the Laws 

that Warr through the baſeneſſe and pufitlanimity of the 
were Ages other Party : Bur as for you, you have abundane 

Injuſtice, Caufe of Comfort or Security againſt all theſe e= 

ſtrangers yills © ſince by vertue of your own moſt juſt and: 

— powerfull Laws , thoſe Laws that already have bin in- 

off ſo plainly &fferentlyagreed upon by the generall conſent of all Parties 

perceive and concerned, you may with caſe prevenr;, or cntoff all 

LE 1 7 thoſe forementioned evills, which in other King- 

wit,in a faire, CoOmS may ſeem almoſt unavoydable : All theſe 

quiet, Legall conſiderations put togcther, haye moved us for a' 

OT long white feriouſly to deliberate and adviſe what- 

in a Mariall Might bearlaſt, the beſt expedient left to procure: 

way : there- ay bone#? andſure Peace among you. Indecd we have 


fore Hie men-1,,.n much Scandalized., that all the Mediations- of 


tions not at a}l 
the power. of Armes, but only the Power of the Laws, 
ſeverall. 


Yr: | 
ſeverall Kingdoms and Provinces in Leapye with 
ou,have been tried and ufed all in vaines Howbcie 
it came inro our mind to propound this oye Medium. 
more,whether now at laſt there be yer any hope to, 
obtain from the Kings moſt gracious Majeſty , and 
from the Parliament , that of both ſides Eccle/fafficall 
Perſons may be choſen of unqueſtioned Truſt, and 
Fame-proofe beyond alt ſuſpition ,, to whans this 
great bulineſle may be committed, Namely, that 
Comparing the chiefe points now in controverſic, 
they may Chalke out ſome good way towirds as 
bohy Peace, But firſt theſe Mer muſt by Gods good 
Spirit,.themſelves be diÞoſeſſed of all FatFtows Tnclina= 
tions, that ſo they may become fit Ymmpires and Tru- 
fees of the Publike Peace, and imparnall _Ambaſſa- 
dours of Reconciliation between both Partics, and alſo: 
able and Studious too by all their Speeches,Exhor- 
tations, and Sacred Obteſtations.,. to charme the 
Hearts that on both. ſides are fo obdurate in Warr 
and Bloudſhed, This were the ready ways Py thus 
interpoling the Sacred Cenxſer in the very middeſt of 
theſe Publike flames to quench all-the heart-bur- 
nings : for who knows whether ,. at the devour 
Prayers and holy groanes of Perſons Sacred , thus 
proltrate at the foot-ſtoole of the Heavenly grace, 
the Divine power and glory may not break. out 
once more , and shew forth. it.felſe by movingrhe 
hearts of both Parties to lay-downe all hatred, and 
ublike enmities. The onely way to procure ſuch 
ſound Counſel of both fides,and to purchaſe again 
the precious bleſſing of a generall Peace, is, cipe- 
6ially when all humane helps faile,to callin the Di- 
Vine: 


7 
' vine Aſſiſtance,which no oh did ever try invaine, 
. By theſe good meansthat may be brought to paſſe 
| (what cannatbe hoped for from Civill Warr, how 
ever the ſucceſle prove) that by a voluntary In- 
 clination of Mindes , the wound ſhall be fo fully 
cloſed up, is that Love and Charity may ia time 
perfeRly be recovered, 
The good opinion which you have conceived of 
us may ſuffer us to offer rheſe Conſiderations unto 
' you. It might be immodeſty in us to preſcribe, or 
toadviſe youany further : But no Law of Modeſty 
can ever forbid us to wiſh, and to Vow, and to be- 
ſeech God for you, yea to appcale unto God and 
dWhat would £0 adjure you all in his Name, 
this Peace- | O then above all,take a ſpeedy and (pertall care for 
maker bav© 4 ire and ſound Peace , whit cvcr it be 4'tis to be 
ſaid if he had a 
ſen or hear) Preferred before any Civill Broyles. Beware leaſt 
of ſo many the Fortune of Warr Smiling upon you,draw you on, 
Royall ws and tempt you ro commit your great Aires to 
Cfocace nheeti0 Ambigious Chance of Vidory, then which 
with the S9- nothing can happen more deadly, yea pernicious 
veraigne hath ynto the Commonwealth, Ronule aWay that huge 
_ m _ \Scandall that lyes ſo heavie upon the Whale Chriitian 
necked Sub- World, yea Wash and Wipe 0, So foule lain of black op- 
jects. Certai- pre/ſon, charged eſpecially upon the pure#t ProfeſSion of the 
np Goſpell, a« if ['ill it did in a kind of Antipathy , or ſecret 
fide hath al-. Hatred oppoſe and oppugne all Kingly Power, and Supreme 
waies a (Authority, Mittigate ani aſſwage the exulcerated, and too 
—_ yo too much provoked mind of your King , and doe not compell 
Reputation Him e TO PINACLES AND PRECIPICES, 


of the better ſ1dt. e This was very good Counſell froma Stranger , had the 
Subjeds had the graceto follow it in time then had there been anend of the old 
Warr , and a happy Prevention of a new Warr, which except ſtopt by timely 


Rather 


| thertg excelled and ongshined all rhe8Charches upon Earth, T 
| "That. : 
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Rather beare with ſome Blemishes and Cor. ſybmitfior 
ruptions, from which no Empire could yet wholly wbeking but 
be free, no not in its moſt flourishing Eſtate., Ac- the utter Na- 
count not thoſe Remedies rhe be, that are ahrupth ap- _ _— 
plied and accumulated bur thoſe rather that being #4- —_ Crare « 
ken in by degrees, may in time, by little and little, gae which God in 
duwn more eafily , and digeſt the better, and fo ar ſhercy avert. 
laſt obraine a Confirmation. And lalt of all;by the _ 
Bowells and mercy of Chrcift, ſuffer your ſclvesto 
be intreated , that we may no longer ſcg that 
Wealth, Power and Strengh which God hath gra- 
ciouſly beſtowed upon you,imployed, yea, utterly 
waſted in. the fatal Ruine of your owne (clves, but 
rath-r let itbe ſtretched out ro the Relicfe,and ſup- 
port of ſo many of your own moſt afflicted f|Bre- f Oflrelang 
thren, cven panting after your owne Peace, 

May the God of Peace himſelfe hcarc, accept, and 
erant theſe our fincere Devotions; May God d feat 
al] the Plqtrs, and diſappoint all the Machinarions of 
the Devill, and of Antichriſt, May th: ſame God 
rcore your-Kingdom, and your C huzches , 79 that 
High State and pitch of Holineſſe and of Glory , in Which, 
on the Theater of the Paiverſz! Church , they have hi- g This ful 

eſtimony 

of the Excel- 


: a , lent Stare of 
Asforus,take in good p4ytrthis our plain Sence deli. theChurch of 


vered freely unto you ing Brotherly Confidence, England (fill 


and Pardon and Impute our Dclay of Anſwer unto —_— 


theſe weighty Reaſons, The Report was here yery der Epiſcopa- 
Strong, Ihat you were now very faire for 4 Treaty Cy ) out-Ipcar 
kes all the 
former, and tothis goo 1 Ejaculation from Genevyal: , no right Proteſtant » Ma- 
I:gnant but will heartily ſay, Amen ; 
of Poeace;- 


\ 


| _* .- * TJ - i 
of Peace: Therefore we thought it fir to expeR 
what 4 Day. might -bring forth , that ſoall our Words 
and. all our AﬀeRions too might overfiow with 
meere  Gratulations and full 'Exprefſions of-our 
Ioyes, Burt ſorry we arc, that we. have yet again 
been deceivedwith vain hopes -: And now,thar we 
may ſpeedily recover and enjoy that Happineſſe,we 
both wish and pray , with as much Deyotion as be- 
coms your Deareſt Brethren , (who glory not a 
tile ia your good eſteeme of us) That God will 
.powre down upon you his richeſt BenediQions,to- 
gether with a large Meaſure of his Wiſedome, and 
Spirituall Strength. Farewcll,and proper mrhe Lord, = 


